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News release

8th April 2020

Charity Widens its Net During Coronavirus Crisis

[bookmark: _GoBack]Gainsborough-based mental health and suicide prevention charity the Bearded Fishermen, has launched two new services for people worst affected by the coronavirus outbreak. 

Rick Roberts and Mick Leyland, founders of the Bearded Fishermen, have enlisted seven volunteers to help provide additional mental health support services to some of Lincolnshire’s most vulnerable residents. 

Usually, the charity delivers weekly face-to-face and virtual mental health support group sessions but because of social distancing measures, the charity’s in-person support is being temporarily suspended.

Keen to continue supporting people with mental illnesses, as well as those who may be finding isolation and social distancing especially difficult, the charity’s founders have found new ways of delivering their services.

The charity’s founder Rick Roberts said: “As a result of the current pandemic we’re facing several challenges and Mick and I wanted to ensure that people are able to still receive our support.

“Our former Tuesday evening sessions are now being held via Facebook Live and we have created a local information podcast which is shared across our social media channels.” 

After issuing a plea on social media for old mobile phones, the charity received a donation of several devices from a local Gainsborough business. 

Rick added: “In collaboration with West Lindsey Support Hub we have recruited seven volunteers who are answering calls, diverted from the hub, requesting help.”

“The phones were kindly donated to us by Riverside Training and have allowed us to offer support and companionship over the phone to people who may be struggling to adapt to being isolated in their home.” 

As well as establishing a partnership with West Lindsey Support Hub, the Bearded Fishermen have also partnered with the Lincolnshire County Emergency Centre to offer their services more widely.

Co-founder Mick Leyland said: “As well as taking calls, our volunteers have been assisting the Lincolnshire County Emergency Centre by delivering essential items to the vulnerable and to those unable to leave their homes owing to medical reasons.

“We recently received a grant from the Lincolnshire Community Foundation to cover the cost of the delivery service which has made a huge difference to the amount of deliveries we’re able to make.”

As the demand for COVID-19 responders increases, the Bearded Fishermen are continuing to seek additional volunteers and drivers to help deliver their new services to Gainsborough and the surrounding area.

Mick added: “The response we’ve had from the public to our appeal has been incredible; our goal is to facilitate everyone that shows an interest in working with us.
 
“We’re still seeking additional mobile phones to help improve our response times and support even more people who are in desperate need at this difficult time.”

To become a volunteer for the Bearded Fishermen or to donate mobile phones to the charity, visit their Twitter or Facebook pages for more information.
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About the Bearded Fishermen:
· The Bearded Fishermen was established in October 2019, after both its founders realised little mental health support was available in their local area.
· Based in Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, the charity runs regular support groups offering a confidential space where people can talk about their problems and access help and advice.
· The Bearded Fishermen are Shooting Star’s 2020 Charity of the Year
· To find out more about the Bearded Fishermen, visit their website here: http://www.beardedfishermen.co.uk/ or their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/beardedfishermencharity/
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