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News release

24th April 2020

Charities Team Up to Fund Community Kitchen During Crisis

Gainsborough-based mental health and suicide prevention charity the Bearded Fishermen has partnered with Gainsborough Trinity Foundation to raise funds for the Trinity Community Kitchen.

Based at Roses Sports Ground in Gainsborough, the Trinity Community Kitchen is a brand new initiative to provide essential meals for those in need in Lincolnshire during the coronavirus crisis.  

It will provide a range of hot and cold meals for those who are unable to cook, do not have access to cooking facilities or who are financially unable to provide for themselves as a result of the coronavirus.

In a bid to continue supporting vulnerable members of the local community, both charities are urging people to get involved in The 2.6 Challenge – a national campaign to help raise funds for charities whose funding has been impacted during the crisis. 

The challenge is intended to replace this year’s London Marathon which should have taken place on Sunday 26th April. The cancellation of the event has inspired people to create their own athletic activities based around the numbers 2.6 or 26, all while raising money through sponsorship and donations for UK charities and keeping fit. 

Rick Roberts, co-founder of the Bearded Fishermen, said: “We’re urging people to help us reach our £5,000 fundraising target so that we can ensure people in our community do not go hungry while dealing with the emotional and physical impact that the coronavirus is having on their lives. 

“In line with the current lockdown measures, most of us are getting out for our daily exercise allowance by walking the dog, running, jogging or even working out in the house or garden. So, we’re asking people to consider donating some money to our JustGiving page the next time they exercise. Don’t forget to share your pictures with us on Twitter!”

Damon Parkinson, Head of Operations at Gainsborough Trinity Foundation, said: “It goes without saying that during the current pandemic, local food banks are doing a fantastic job to provide food for those in need. However, we’re seeing more and more individuals struggling financially to afford meals, either because they can’t pay their gas and electricity bills to cook and prepare food, or because they don’t have the means to do so. 

“The money we receive through donations will help to upgrade the kitchen’s facilities so it can be suitably used to cook and provide a range of hot and cold meals and cater for those with various dietary needs. If you can, please donate to this vital fund – no donation is too small.”

To donate to The Bearded Fishermen and Gainsborough Trinity Foundation’s joint JustGiving page, visit the website. To find out more about The 2.6 Challenge, visit the website or follow the conversation on Twitter by searching #TwoPointSixChallenge.  

For more information about the Bearded Fishermen, visit the charity’s Twitter or Facebook pages. 

ENDS
Notes to Editors:

About the Bearded Fishermen:

· The Bearded Fishermen was established in October 2019, after both its founders realised little mental health support was available in their local area.
· Based in Gainsborough, Lincolnshire, the charity runs regular support groups offering a confidential space where people can talk about their problems and access help and advice.
· The Bearded Fishermen are Shooting Star’s 2020 Charity of the Year
· To find out more about the Bearded Fishermen, visit their website here: http://www.beardedfishermen.co.uk/ or their Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/beardedfishermencharity/

About Gainsborough Trinity Foundation:

· Gainsborough Trinity Foundation was formed in January 2016 to work alongside Gainsborough Trinity Football Club to support the local community. 
· The foundation aims to provide relief to those in need in Lincolnshire through the advancement of education and training, the preservation and protection of good physical and mental health, and through the promotion of community participation in healthy recreation by providing facilities to play football and other sports. 
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