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PRESS RELEASE
29th August 2024

Leading Horticultural Firm Bridge Farm Appoints New Chairman

The UK’s leading horticultural specialist Bridge Farm Group has appointed Andy Higginson, Chair of JD Sports Fashion and the British Retail Consortium, as its new Chairman.  

Andy, who has been a main board director of listed PLCs for over 30 years, is reprising the role he previously held at Bridge Farm until it was sold to Sundial Growers in 2019. Andy played a key role in the sale, which was voted International Deal of the Year at the Midlands Dealmakers Awards. 

In 2020 the company was bought back by David Ball, the son of the founders Jayne and Tony Ball, who was also reappointed as Group CEO in 2023. 

"Having been involved with Bridge Farm and David since 2017, I’m delighted to be asked to step back in as Chairman,” explained Andy. 

“David and I have always enjoyed working together and are looking forward to getting more actively involved, David being ‘hands-on’ as CEO and me in a non-executive capacity as Chairman. We both see the potential to grow the horticultural business, maximising the use of our wonderful facilities at Bridge Farm, Horseshoe Road and Clay Lake in Spalding, Lincolnshire. 

“In addition, moving Bridge Farm Bioscience to the next stage of its development, with licensing, regulatory approval and (of course!) sales, will be hugely important. I look forward to getting to know the team more and working with them to continue to build our industry-leading business.” 

Andy brings a wealth of experience, having previously worked as Executive Director of Tesco for over 15 years during its period of rapid growth. He also served as Senior Independent Director at Sky and Chair of Poundland, N Brown and Morrisons. 

As well as Chair of JD Sports Fashion and trade body the British Retail Consortium, Andy is currently a director of several private equity-backed businesses. 

“I have been privileged to work with Andy since 2017,” said David Ball, CEO of Bridge Farm. 

“His guidance and support have played a key role in the unparalleled growth of the company over the last seven years.  

“Andy has vast experience in our business and the markets we operate in, and we are delighted that he wants to be involved again and continue this journey. Andy’s appointment shows our ambition for the business, and we are excited for the next stage of development.” 

Bridge Farm was established in 1988 by David’s parents Jayne and Tony Ball to grow houseplants for the wholesale trade, focusing on sustainable cultivation. 

There are now two distinct arms of the business: Bridge Farm Horticulture Ltd, which delivers over 100 million plants and cut flowers to retailers and consumers all over the UK every year, and Bridge Farm Bioscience Ltd, which is at the forefront of plant research and development.  

In 2020 the company completed the second phase of its 100-acre glasshouse development 
in Lincolnshire with robotics, automation, LED lighting and computerised climate control. Under the leadership of Andy and David, the company is poised to strengthen its current market position and prepare for further significant growth and new opportunities. 

- ENDS -

Notes to editors:
About Bridge Farm Group
Bridge Farm Group has for over 30 years been one of the UK’s leading plant producers. 
Using traditional cultivation techniques together with cutting-edge technology and the latest bioscientific thinking, they grow high-demand plants of exceptional quality at an unrivalled scale. 
In a 60 acre, low-carbon glasshouse, the award-winning cultivation experts use innovative robotic and AI technology to grow over 70 million plants a year. 
For more information, please visit www.bridgefarmgroup.co.uk.   

For media enquiries, please contact:
Lizzie Blythe
Senior Account Executive
Shooting Star
lizzie@weareshootingstar.co.uk / 01522 528540
+44 (0) 1775 768234 | bridgefarmgroup.co.uk
image1.png
(0]

bridge farm




