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News Release

15th September 2025

Teen Talent to Shine as Teenage Market Returns to Lincoln

Lincoln city centre will be buzzing with creativity on Saturday 20th September as the Teenage Market returns, giving more than 20 young entrepreneurs the chance to showcase everything from handmade crafts and clothing to quirky gifts.

Visitors can also enjoy a packed programme of free entertainment, including live performances from the Pauline Quirke Academy, Reach Performers Company, Jo Leah Theatre Arts and Sam & Hanley. 

Children can get hands-on with arts and crafts from ARTventurers, test their skills on a free climbing wall from YMCA Lincolnshire, or try out DJ workshops with the Noise Academy. A skate park will also take over the Cornhill Quarter.

Founded in Stockport in 2012, the Teenage Market has given thousands of young people across the UK a platform to shine.

Co-founder Joe Barratt said: “We’re thrilled to bring the Teenage Market back to Lincoln thanks to support from City of Lincoln Council and funding from the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. These events aren’t just markets - they’re a celebration of youth and talent. 

“For many traders it’s their first chance to run a stall and talk to customers. They learn lots of soft skills like timekeeping and leadership, but the biggest takeaway has to be the confidence boost from making a sale. And who knows, we may be seeing the city’s future retailers and performers in action.”

Councillor Joshua Wells, Portfolio Holder for Inclusive Economic Growth, added: “The Teenage Market is a unique opportunity to be part of something really special.

“It’s not just about showcasing the talents of our young people; it’s about giving them the confidence and opportunities to thrive and demonstrate the positive impact they can have on our towns and city centres.
“I hope lots of people will come and support them and take advantage of the fantastic free entertainment and activities on offer throughout the day.”

The Teenage Market takes place on Saturday 20th September in City Square from 10am till 4pm.

Find out more at theteenagemarket.co.uk.

Ends

Notes to editors:
About The Teenage Market
· The Teenage Market was founded in 2012 in Stockport by Joe and Tom Barratt.
· Since then, it has supported thousands of young traders and performers across the UK.
· Photo and media opportunities are available on the day from 10am.
About Cornhill Market
· Reopened in May 2024, the successful £8.75 million regeneration of the Grade II listed Cornhill Market was delivered with funding and support from Town Deal and Historic England.
· The project was completed with an array of project partners, including Lindum Group and the scheme designers John Roberts Architects, who together transformed the historic market into a vibrant and sustainable destination for retail, dining, and community events.
· The refurbishment not only focused on positive environmental impact but also aimed to create a vibrant public space. The City Square area, next to the Market, also benefitted from repaving which was designed to accommodate outdoor stalls, al fresco dining, and community events, enhancing the social and commercial activity in the city.
· The renovation of Lincoln's Cornhill Market was named Regeneration and Restoration Project of the Year at the annual East Midlands Property Dinner Awards 2024.
About Towns Fund – Town Deals
· On 27 July 2019, the Prime Minister announced that the Towns Fund would support an initial 101 places across England to develop Town Deal proposals, to drive economic regeneration and deliver long-term economic and productivity growth. See further details of the announcement.
· A Town Deal is an agreement in principle between Government, the Lead Council and the Town Deal Board. It will set out a vision and strategy for the town, and what each party agrees to do to achieve this vision.
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