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News release 

19th December 2023

Students Lead Horncastle Education Trust DofE Centre Opening Ceremony

Students from Banovallum School and Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School in Horncastle recently celebrated the opening of the newly renamed Duke of Edinburgh (DofE) Centre.

The centre at Banovallum School will be used for training events and recruitment and as a hub for expeditions. 

Both schools, which are part of the Horncastle Education Trust (HET), are permitted to deliver Duke of Edinburgh Award programmes to students. 

At the ceremony on 1st December, newly appointed DofE Coordinator at the trust Ynske Fawcett gave a speech followed by CEO of the trust Sandra James.

Students cut the ribbon at the new centre in front of an audience of special guests including Horncastle Town Council Chairman and Mayor Councillor Matt Wilkinson, Councillor Paul Bushell, East Lindsey District councillors Fiona Martin and Sandra Campbell Wardman, Chairperson of the Friends of Banovallum School Nicola Powell, along with a number of governors, trustees and members from within the trust.

[bookmark: _Int_XoKUlQdx]The event highlighted the benefits that the DofE initiative can bring to young people, their schools and the local community as well as the activities participants have to undertake to achieve a DofE award. 

[bookmark: _Int_HxSqLuGs]These involve helping the community or environment, becoming fitter, developing new skills, planning, training for and completing an expedition and, for the Gold Award, working with a team on a residential activity.

The celebrations were planned to coincide with the fifth anniversary of the Horncastle Education Trust, acknowledging the organisations’ shared ethos, of enabling every child to flourish, achieve and succeed, whatever their background.

All students at Banovallum School and Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School are offered the opportunity to complete their Bronze and Silver DofE Award, with the Gold Award soon to be on offer for older students.

Ynske Fawcett, DofE Coordinator at Horncastle Education Trust, said: “This has been a great event highlighting the benefits of a Duke of Edinburgh Award and celebrating the students currently completing theirs.

“All attendees commented on the benefits to local communities, the schools and especially to participants that the award can bring!”

Sandra James, CEO of Horncastle Education Trust, said: “We’d like to thank everyone who attended the opening ceremony of our new Duke of Edinburgh Centre.

“We are excited to be able to deliver Duke of Edinburgh Award programmes to students at both of our secondary schools and know that this centre will act as an important hub for participants completing the award.”

Did you attend one of these schools?
Join the alumni of Banovallum here and QEGS here to stay in touch.
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Notes to Editors   

About Horncastle Education Trust
· Horncastle Education Trust was created in December 2018 and is made up of five schools: Banovallum School, Frithville Primary School, New York Primary School, Huttoft Primary and Nursery School and Queen Elizabeth’s Grammar School in Horncastle  
· The trust is also a delivery partner for the regional Teaching School Hub – Early Careers Framework, in conjunction with Voyage multi-academy trust.    

For media enquiries please contact:   

Lizzie Blythe
Account Executive
Shooting Star
Lizzie@weareshootingstar.co.uk 
01522 528540
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