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News release

23rd June 2023

VIPs Hear Update on UK Food Valley at Lincolnshire Show

Around 100 guests gained an insight into the potential of the UK Food Valley at a VIP brunch held on the first day of the Lincolnshire Show (21st June).

The event, staged by the Greater Lincolnshire LEP, Team Lincolnshire and Lincolnshire County Council, brought together a number of expert speakers who briefed guests on various aspects of food production in our area, from investment opportunities to sustainability.

As one of the biggest annual agricultural events in the UK, the Lincolnshire Show was the ideal setting to highlight one of Greater Lincolnshire’s most important sectors.

Speakers included LEP Food Board Chair Sarah Louise Fairburn, Mark Suthern from the UK Food Valley, Councillor Colin Davie from Lincolnshire County Council and the LEP Board, Mark Wilcox from Branston Potatoes, Simon Dwyer from the Seafood Grimsby and Humber Alliance, and Carrie Davie from Bridge Farm in Spalding.

After the event Alison Hands, Chief Executive of the Lincolnshire Co-op, said: “I’ve really been impressed. I think the opportunities are fantastic and the scale of the operation is just amazing. 

“The UK Food Valley bringing that strategy, support, help and connectivity really creates a power, and when you work together that’s where there’s real benefit. Working in a co-operative that’s exactly what were about, so there are real synergies there for me.”

Simon Dwyer from the Seafood Grimsby and Humber Alliance said: “The UK Food Valley has a strong message, and it resonates with people whether in the agricultural world or the seafood world. If everyone is together, teamed up and joined up, it will motivate people, businesses and investors to come into the area, which is really key.

“Events like this one give us the opportunity to talk about the jewels in the crown that we have in the UK Food Valley and about the jobs and opportunities around decarbonisation and net zero. We just need to continually beat the drum!”

Shona Hatton from Influence Landscape Planning And Design, who is working on the landscaping of the South Lincolnshire Food Enterprise Zone (FEZ), said: “It’s really exciting to see the extent of developments that are happening and to hear all the interesting things that people are saying in terms of employment in an area that we know very well and in a landscape that we love and really want to promote.”

Carrie Davie from Bridge Farm in Spalding said: “The UK Food Valley is hugely important. It brings so many jobs and so much innovation, and it highlights Lincolnshire across the UK.

“You only have to look around the room to see the number of people here today. When collectively industries work together it adds value, and I think the UKFV will go from strength to strength.”

The UK Food Valley is a project by the Greater Lincolnshire LEP to position the Greater Lincolnshire food sector as a Top 10 Global Food Cluster.
 
It supports growth and encourages inward investment by promoting the scale, diversity and importance of the food sector to the area, and by supporting existing food sector companies and new investors.
 
To find out more about the UK Food Valley visit the website.

Notes to Editors:

About the Greater Lincolnshire LEP   
· We are a strong partnership of private, public and education leaders driving positive economic growth across Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland.  
· We are improving the lives and opportunities of communities and businesses in Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland.  
· We are 180+ leaders harnessing our economic ambitions for Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland.  
· We champion Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland as a place to live, work, play and invest.  
· We are the voice for business and we champion our four game-changing sectors:  
· Ports and logistics and the Humber Freeport  
· UK Food Valley  
· Clean energy  
· Defence and security 
· We also work across the manufacturing, visitor economy and health and care enterprise sectors, and work on employment and skills, innovation and business support  
· We work with investors in our area, support business growth and help businesses to develop the skills they need.  
· We work with schools and businesses to develop strong careers programmes that reflect local opportunities.  
· We set out what Greater Lincolnshire needs to grow its economy and we secure and deliver funding from Government for our area.  
· We cover an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire, Rutland and the administrative county of Lincolnshire.  
· To find out more visit http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow us on Twitter @greaterlincslep, Facebook or Linkedin.  
  
LEP achievements  
Since our creation in 2010 we have:  
· unlocked over £279 million of addition investment through our funding programmes.  
· engaged with 20,000 businesses through the Growth Hub programme.  
· supported a successful Humber Freeport bid bringing 7,000 jobs and £2 billion plus investment  
· begun to develop a Top 10 global UK Food Valley cluster  
· provided 5,000 businesses with three or more hours of dedicated support  
· created 3,108 jobs  
· delivered 34 transformational growth projects and programmes  
· supported 2,711 learners and apprentices  
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