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News release

31st July 2023

Defence Cluster Status Confirmed for Greater Lincolnshire

Greater Lincolnshire is now recognised by the Government as a Regional Defence and Security Cluster.

The cluster was officially launched at a high-profile event in Lincoln on Friday (28th July), following approval by the Government’s Defence and Security Accelerator (DASA).

DASA was created by the Government to accelerate innovation in defence and security in order to keep the UK safe and prosperous.

Sir John Peace, Chairman of the Midlands Engine, was joined at the event at the Usher Gallery by senior figures from the Ministry of Defence (MOD), foreign defence attachés, business leaders from the defence sector and representatives from the University of Lincoln and the Lincoln Science and Innovation Park.

The launch of the Greater Lincolnshire Regional Defence & Security Cluster was combined with the International Bomber Command Centre’s National Bomber Command Day and supported by Lincolnshire County Council.

Established by the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership, the cluster will support innovation in the field of intelligence, surveillance, target acquisition and reconnaissance.  
 
The ambition is to establish Greater Lincolnshire as a national defence and security innovation, production and service hub and to promote the area’s ability to develop and support vital defence and security programmes. 
 
Speakers at the launch included Sir John Peace, who spoke about the history of the armed forces in Lincolnshire and why the defence and security sector is so important to the region. 

John Ridge CBE, Director of Defence Innovation at the MOD, said: “I am especially delighted to see the launch of the Greater Lincolnshire RDSC today as the third of the regional clusters.  

“Lincolnshire has a long history of manufacturing, research, development, and innovation expertise to generate military capability for the UK and a solid link to innovation and collaboration between MOD and industry.

“The Greater Lincolnshire RDSC lands in the middle of that rich Lincolnshire innovation environment with a key focus on technologies supporting the ISTAR force at RAF Waddington and data science and has positioned itself well to extend that regional contribution.

“It is the MOD’s aspiration that as well as supporting the development of defence and security capabilities for the UK, RDSCs will to promote our ability to develop and support programmes to increase regional wealth through greater public and private inward investment and the creation of high-value, better paid jobs.”

Anita Friend, Head of the Defence and Security Accelerator, said: “I’m very pleased to support today’s launch of the Greater Lincolnshire Regional Defence and Security Cluster and I congratulate the Defence and Security Board of the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership on their achievement.

“In supporting the creation of Regional Defence and Security Clusters in the Defence and Security Industrial Strategy, the MOD and especially my team within DASA recognised that collaboration between the established industry suppliers, SMEs and academia, supported by regional partnerships, was key to increasing the diversity in the regions to develop, exploit and commercialise advanced innovation for defence and security.

“The Greater Lincolnshire Defence & Security Cluster will have a vital central role in fostering that collaboration for Lincolnshire and as part of the growing network of regional clusters.”

Major General Julian Free CBE, Deputy Vice Chancellor at the University of Lincoln and Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire LEP Defence and Security Board, said: “Today marks an important milestone for the region as the culmination of a lot of work to connect the regional defence and security sector SME, prime contractor and supply chain community, to raise the profile of the tremendous innovation they are driving to meet the challenges of today and tomorrow, and to promote the opportunities for other companies to locate or expand here as part of the cluster. 

“It also provides a springboard for individuals to pursue exciting and rewarding high-tech, high-value careers in Greater Lincolnshire.”

The other two existing clusters are the South West RDSC and the Three Counties RDSC in the West Midlands.

The clusters, which may be physical or virtual, allow industry and Government to share ideas, promoting collaboration and commercialisation.

They are intended to develop innovative regional industrial capabilities to contribute to UK military capability by creating collaborative pathways for SMEs as a route into the defence supply chain.

The MOD says it would welcome RDSCs in all regions and in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland by 2023.

Notes to Editors

About the Greater Lincolnshire LEP  
· We are a strong partnership of private, public and education leaders driving positive economic growth across Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We are improving the lives and opportunities of communities and businesses in Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We are 180+ leaders harnessing our economic ambitions for Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We champion Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland as a place to live, work, play and invest. 
· We are the voice for business and we champion our four game-changing sectors: 
· Humber Freeport 
· UK Food Valley 
· Clean energy 
· Defence and Security
· We also work across the manufacturing, visitor economy and health and care enterprise sectors, and work on employment and skills, innovation and business support 
· We work with investors in our area, support business growth and help businesses to develop the skills they need. 
· We work with schools and businesses to develop strong careers programmes that reflect local opportunities. 
· We set out what Greater Lincolnshire needs to grow its economy and we secure and deliver funding from Government for our area. 
· We cover an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire, Rutland and the administrative county of Lincolnshire. 
· To find out more visit http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow us on Twitter @greaterlincslep, Facebook or Linkedin. 
 
LEP achievements 
Since our creation in 2010 we have: 
· unlocked over £279 million of addition investment through our funding programmes. 
· engaged with 20,000 businesses through the Growth Hub programme. 
· supported a successful Humber Freeport bid bringing 7,000 jobs and £2 billion plus investment 
· begun to develop a Top 10 global UK Food Valley cluster 
· provided 5,000 businesses with three or more hours of dedicated support 
· created 3,108 jobs 
· delivered 34 transformational growth projects and programmes 
· supported 2,711 learners and apprentices 
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