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News release

3rd July 2024

Carers Encouraged to Share Covid-19 Experiences
 
The Lincolnshire Care Association (LinCA) is joining with the Care Association Alliance to encourage everyone involved with the care sector to share their pandemic stories as part of the UK Covid-19 Inquiry Every Story Matters campaign.
 
The UK Covid-19 Inquiry is the public independent inquiry that is examining the UK’s response to, and the impact of, the pandemic. Its Every Story Matters platform is available to everyone to share their experiences anonymously to shape the investigation and help make a difference. 
 
[bookmark: _Int_TTCLK5Mk]The inquiry’s public hearings for its investigation into the care sector will begin in summer 2025. Those with involvement in the care sector can share their story any time, but doing so before 19th July will ensure they formally feed in to the investigation.
 
Melanie Weatherley MBE, Chair of the LinCA and Co-Chair of the Care Association Alliance, said: “Recipients of care, care staff and providers bravely faced unprecedented challenges during the pandemic, playing a crucial role in supporting our communities. 

“We urge everyone in the care sector to share their stories through Every Story Matters. This will highlight the strength, compassion and dedication of care workers, provide insight into the challenges faced by those who we supported, and shape the inquiry. By sharing our stories, we can help drive change.”
 
Secretary to the UK Covid-19 Inquiry Ben Connah said: “Carers were unsung heroes during the pandemic, facing extraordinary challenges with unwavering dedication. Their stories are essential to understanding the full impact of Covid-19 and to helping make sure lessons are learned for the future. 

“I urge all carers to share their experiences with Every Story Matters. Your voices are a vital part of our inquiry.”
 
The inquiry would like to hear from recipients of care and all carers, whether those operating in the sector or providing unpaid care within the community. The stories shared can help the inquiry understand the full picture of how the pandemic impacted lives and communities.

Those involved with adult social care in Lincolnshire can share their story here: https://www.everystorymatters.co.uk/share 


Notes to editors:
About Every Story Matters
· Every Story Matters is the public’s opportunity to anonymously share the impact the pandemic had on them and their life with the Inquiry, without the formality of giving evidence or attending a public hearing.
· Every story shared helps the Inquiry to understand and assess the full picture of how the pandemic impacted lives and will be invaluable in shaping the Inquiry’s recommendations. The form includes a section for participants to share what they think could be learned, what could have been done better or differently, or if something was done well.
· We want to understand every aspect of the pandemic so the public can share as much or as little as they want to about their life, work, community, family, and wellbeing. 
· To learn more, visit https://covid19.public-inquiry.uk/every-story-matters/

About Lincolnshire Care Association
· The Lincolnshire Care Association is a not-for-profit organisation supporting adult care providers of domiciliary care, end of life care, learning disabilities, mental health, nursing homes, residential care homes, and supported living within the independent and voluntary sectors in Lincolnshire.
· [bookmark: _Hlk141443144]LinCA supports its members to get their voices heard, both locally and nationally, helping to provide better care across Lincolnshire.  
· It plays a key role in promoting a positive image of the care sector, ensuring there is quality and choice in the provision of care services in Lincolnshire.
· Find out more by visiting https://www.linca.org.uk/
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