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News release

[date]
New Degrees On Offer as BGU Expands Portfolio

Students at Bishop Grosseteste University will be able to take degrees in Health and Social Care, Sociology, Psychology, Counselling and Entrepreneurship from September 2015 thanks to a major expansion of courses announced today (Wednesday).

In response to demand from students and employers BGU has reviewed its academic portfolio and will introduce a suite of new degree courses in a range of new and existing subject areas. 
BGU will introduce a new Health and Social Care degree as well as other courses for professionals working in this area. There will also be new degree courses in Psychology and Counselling. 
In Business and Enterprise, BGU will have an innovative programme promoting entrepreneurship that will focus on students working in teams to start and run new businesses in dedicated business units.

The university will enhance its already strong Education programmes with the introduction of a new single honours degree in Education Studies, and there will also be  new degree courses in Sociology as part of suite of Social Science subjects.
“Developing BGU’s academic portfolio through a range of new and exciting courses is a key part of our growth strategy,” said The Reverend Professor Peter Neil, Vice Chancellor of Bishop Grosseteste University.

“Like all universities we have to respond to what students and employers want, and these new courses will ensure that we can continue to provide students and businesses with the skills that they require to be successful in the future.”
As part of the ongoing management of the courses it offers 
Bishop Grosseteste University will no longer teach Music or Visual Art at undergraduate level once current students have completed their studies.
PGCE courses in Music will continue to be offered as part of the university’s postgraduate portfolio. BGU intends to continue its musical tradition through the University Choir and to maintain engagement with the local community through the work of the Community Music Development Co-ordinator.

Notes to editors:
· Bishop Grosseteste University was established in January 1862 and celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2012.

· It is an independent higher education institution based in Lincoln which awards its own undergraduate and postgraduate degrees.

· It changed its name from Bishop Grosseteste University College to Bishop Grosseteste University in November 2012.
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�I’m not convinced that we need to say that the decision is a result of difficulties in student recruitment – some may interpret this as difficulties overall in recruitment





