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News release
6th October 2015
John Cridland to Headline at Directors’ Briefing
The retiring Director-General of the Confederation of British Industry and the Minister of State for Skills will both speak at the Duncan & Toplis Directors’ Briefing in November.
John Cridland CBE and Nick Boles MP are two of the headlining speakers confirmed for the event, which offers insight and high-level advice to business leaders from across the East Midlands.

The Directors’ Briefing will take place at the Belton Woods Hotel near Grantham on Friday 27th November 2015.

John Cridland was brought up in Boston, Lincolnshire and attended Boston Grammar School before reading history at Christ’s College Cambridge.

Having been with the Confederation of British Industry since 1982, John Cridland CBE was Deputy Director-General from 2000 to 2010 and has been Director-General for the past five years. After becoming the CBI’s youngest ever director in 1991 he went on to negotiate the UK’s first national minimum wage and entry into the European Union’s social chapter on employment conditions.
His appearance at the Directors’ Briefing will be one of his first speaking engagements after his retirement from his role at the CBI on 15th November.
Other speakers are:
· Nick Boles - MP for Grantham & Stamford and Minister of State for Skills

· Martin Dalby - CEO, Center Parcs Ltd

· Neil Parker - FX Market Strategist, NatWest

· Michael Pace - Partner, Andrew & Co LLP
· Kate Nowicki - Area Director, ACAS East Midlands

· Ingle Dawson - Senior Leadership Consultant, Kaplan

· Stuart Green - Managing Director, Stuart J Green Digital Engineering Ltd
Adrian Reynolds, Managing Director at Duncan & Toplis, said the seventh annual Directors’ Briefing promises to be an essential event for business leaders across the region.

“This year’s theme is Leading the Pack and the emphasis will be on businesses developing their workforce and striving to be the best in their field,” said Adrian.

“We have an extremely well informed and influential line-up of speakers who are sure to provide our audience with an insightful commentary on the commercial landscape.

“They will be drawing on their business acumen and experience to advise our audience on how businesses can lead from the front and take full advantage of the brightening economic outlook.”

The Directors’ Briefing begins with registration from 8.30am for a 9am start and concludes at approximately 1pm with lunch.

Attendance at the event is free and includes a buffet lunch. To book your free place visit http://www.duntop.co.uk/directors-briefing-2015 or call Hannah Clark on 01522 507000.

Video highlights from last year’s event can be seen here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHnnxgZ4Cjo 
Notes to editors

· Duncan & Toplis was established in 1925 and has since grown into one of the largest independent firms of chartered accountants in the Midlands.

· The company appears in the top 40 UK accountancy practices list published by Accountancy Age.

· Duncan & Toplis was named ICAEW East Midlands Medium Accountancy Firm of the Year in March 2014 and 2015.

· The company has 11 offices throughout the East Midlands: in Grantham, Boston, Lincoln, Louth, Melton Mowbray, Loughborough, Newark, Skegness, Sleaford, Spalding and Stamford.

· Duncan & Toplis offers a wide range of services to small to large-sized family businesses, from accountancy, audit and tax to payroll, human resources and computer services.

· The business employs around 370 staff, of whom 85 are currently engaged in professional training.
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