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PRESS RELEASE 

14th October 2018

Leon Haslam Leaves BSB as Champion

After 12 rounds, Leon Haslam has taken his first championship title at the Bennetts British Superbike Championship for JG Speedfit Kawasaki during the Brands Hatch final today (Sunday 14th October).

Having been crowned champions on Saturday, Haslam and the team concluded their 2018 campaign in winning style on Sunday with the Derbyshire ace claiming his 15th first-place win of the season after taking victory in the opening race of the day.

After the warm sunshine on Saturday, the Kent venue was met with wet and gloomy conditions on Sunday with Haslam lining up in sixth place on the grid. Despite the treacherous conditions, no less than six riders disputed the lead and, at one stage, only a second covered the sextet.

Positions were changing regularly but Haslam ran consistently in the top three as he often disputed the lead with Honda’s Jason O’Halloran. However, on lap 17 Haslam resumed the lead and put his head down to pull clear, eventually taking the win by two seconds from the Australian. This was his 15th of the season and the first for Kawasaki on the GP circuit.

Fittingly, the 35-year-old started the 26th and final race of the season from pole position. Although the weather had worsened by the time it got under way, he completed the first lap in fourth place. As the race wore on though, Haslam had a number of ‘out the saddle’ moments and dropped back to sixth place but with the championship already won, the final race result of 2018 had no bearing on the overall outcome.

Meanwhile, having taken 12th in Saturday’s race, team-mate Luke Mossey signed off his season with 11th place in a difficult opening race although he was forced to retire from the second which meant he ended the year in 15th overall.

The meeting also marked the final round of the Hyundai Construction Equipment British Sidecar Championship with Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood taking fifth and sixth place finishes in the two races. The results placed them fourth overall in the final championship standings but second overall in the concurrently run F600 cup, an excellent effort in their first year in the 600cc capacity division.

Leon Haslam said: “It is such a crazy feeling knowing I’m British Superbike Champion; I don’t think it’s quite sunk in yet. The year has been incredible and my whole team have given me everything and the best bike to do the job on.

“It was really important to me to continue in the same team with the same people and I think it has made a big difference. Everything just went according to plan this year and it really is an amazing feeling.

“I can’t thank everyone enough for their continued support and belief in me to make this happen. It is so special, and I’m almost lost for words.

“British Superbikes always creates great racing and all season I’ve battled with so many different riders and it is a credit to the championship. Thank you for all the memories.”

Luke Mossey said: “This year just hasn’t gone to plan and I don’t seem to have had much luck. I’m really disappointed with how it all panned out, but these things are sent to test us and make us stronger. 

“I would like to thank the entire JG Speedfit Kawasaki team for their support over the last three years and I’m sorry we just couldn’t get the results this year as we have had in the past. 

“I will look forward to re-grouping and focusing on next year now and coming back stronger.”

Ricky Stevens said: “We’re a little bit disappointed with the results this weekend. In race one we were held up by a bigger engine and were unable to get past them and join the front runners. 

“Today, because of the conditions we made some changes to our front and rear suspension, but it didn’t quite pay off. 

“Despite that we’ve enjoyed two strong finishes for the end of the year, roll on 2019!

“Congratulations to Leon and the whole Kawasaki team, we’re really proud and honoured to be part of this team and can’t wait to see what next year brings.”

Team Manager Jack Valentine added: “It’s been an unbelievable weekend and I think we’ve all done an incredible job. The whole team has given everything all season and they have been rewarded by Leon becoming British Superbike Champion. So much work and dedication has gone into this year and this result is thoroughly deserved.

“We’ve had a 100 per cent race finish and that is really important to us and that is down to Kawasaki with good reliable engines and our engine builders, Dynojet UK doing a fantastic job.

“Everything has just been so good, I don’t think we could work as hard again but I’m sure we will.

“It has been so good and I am so proud of Leon and all the team. We are so pleased and thank you to everyone that has supported us and to all our team sponsors. It is a great championship and we’ve had some fantastic racing this year.

“It’s great for Leon to go to World Superbikes as British Champion. Thank you to everyone involved!”

Bennetts British Superbike Championship Final Standings
1 Leon Haslam (JG Speedfit Kawasaki) 699pts – 2018 BSB Champion
2 Jake Dixon (Kawasaki) 629
3 Glenn Irwin (Ducati) 588
4 Josh Brookes (Yamaha) 584
5 Peter Hickman (BMW) 577
6 Bradley Ray (Suzuki) 551
15 Luke Mossey (JG Speedfit Kawasaki)

Hyundai Construction Equipment British Sidecar Championship Final Standings
1 Kershaw/Clark (Kawasaki) 538pts
2 Ellis/Richardson (Honda) 369
3 Bryan/Hyde (Kawasaki) 308
4 Stevens/Charlwood (Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki) 283
5 Birchall/Birchall (Yamaha) 210
6 Horspole/Connell (Kawasaki) 188

Keep up to date with the latest news from JG Speedfit Kawasaki ahead of the 2019 season on Facebook @JGSpeedfitBournemouthKawasaki and on Twitter @JGSpeedfitKawa or visit the website www.jgspeedfitkawasaki.co.uk

Ends

Notes to Editors

· The line-up for JG Speedfit Kawasaki consists of British Superbike riders Leon Haslam and Luke Mossey, road racing specialist James Hillier and 2015 and 2016 sidecar champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood. 
· The team is owned by Bournemouth Kawasaki Racing.
· Derbyshire-based Leon Haslam finished third overall in the 2017 British Superbike Championship while Cambridgeshire-based Luke Mossey secured ninth place overall.
· The team’s 2018 international road racing events at the North West 200 and Isle of Man TT will be contested by James Hillier. Last season, Hillier secured three podiums earning him fourth overall in the 2017 TT riders’ championship.
· 2015 and 2016 British F1 Sidecar Champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood are being retained by Bournemouth Kawasaki under the Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki team. They will be aiming to reclaim the championship title after finishing third in 2017.

For further information about this news release please contact:

Kerri Saxby
Account Manager, Shooting Star
kerri@weareshootingstar.co.uk
01522 528540
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