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PRESS RELEASE 

16th April 2019

Double Debut for Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki  

Glenn Irwin is preparing to make his debut for Bournemouth Kawasaki in the Bennetts British Superbike Championship 2019 season opener this weekend (19th to 21st April).

Irwin signed with the team after finishing third in the championship last year, replacing 2018 champion Leon Haslam who has returned full time to the World Superbike Championship. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 29-year-old, from Carrickfergus in Northern Ireland, will be hoping for a repeat of his performance at Silverstone in 2017 when he claimed his maiden BSB victory. In 2018 the three-time North West 200 Superbike race winner achieved another first at the former wartime airfield circuit, securing a place in the Showdown after finishing in the top four in all three races.

Similarly, teammate Ben Currie will make his debut for Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki at the weekend. It will also be the first time the 23-year-old has competed in the premier class after finishing a close second in the Supersport Championship last season. 

The Australian won seven races on the outgoing Kawasaki ZX-6R but narrowly missed out on the title losing to Jack Kennedy.

After a successful final test last week Currie is aiming to follow in the footsteps of Troy Bayliss and Josh Brookes and be the next Australian BSB Champion.

Glenn Irwin said: “Testing threw up so many different results; the top three riders were constantly changing so no-one really knows who is going to come out on top yet. Jason O’Halloran finished the final test at the top of the timesheets so he’s the one to watch currently.

“The competition looked strong in testing although I think some people were holding back so round 1 is going to be interesting! I am confident in the package that we have and that we can fight for the podium positions.

“The new Kawasaki Ninja ZX-10RR is a phenomenal machine and the new engine has even more power. Although we didn’t quite manage to find the right setting for me during testing, I know what the bike is capable of. It’s been a long winter and I can’t wait to get racing!”

Ben Currie said: “I had an incredible season last year, narrowly missing out on a championship win in the Supersport class, so I’m hoping to build on this going into the BSB. We had a good final test last week and the team are all working together well. In the first round I’d love to finish in the top ten in both races.

“Having said that I’m well aware that there will be 30-odd guys on the track who are all going to be tough to beat so I intend to work hard and take nothing for granted! 

“Although it’s my first ever BSB outing, there are lots of new guys this season so it’s going to be an interesting year that’s for sure!”

Team owner Pete Extance said: “The winter seemed to drag prior to the New Year but since then the momentum has really built up for the whole team with the Spanish testing and the one-day test at Silverstone last week. 

“The team have worked so hard with the new 2019 RR engine and we turned a corner for all the riders at the recent test especially on electronics. Both Glenn and Ben commentated on the new mapping and now it’s time to fine tune the bike set-up and move up to the top of the timesheets. 

“James Hillier joins the squad for round 1 on his Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Superbike to prepare for the international road season so it’s going to be a busy and exciting weekend for the whole team. 

“The weather is looking good so it’s just sorting the results and ensuring all our sponsors have a great weekend. Thanks to all the sponsors and staff for getting us ready for another BSB Season and the chance to retain our title.”

To keep up to date with the latest news from Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki you can visit the website or follow the team on Facebook​​ and on Twitter​.

Ends

Notes to Editors

· The line-up for Quattro Plant JG Speedit Kawasaki consists of British Superbike riders Glenn Irwin and Ben Currie, road racing specialist James Hillier, and sidecar teams Ricky Stevens/Ryan Charlwood and Ben Holland/Lee Watson. 
· The team is owned by Bournemouth Kawasaki Racing.
· Carrickfergus-based Irwin finished third overall in the 2018 British Superbike Championship while Australian Ben Currie finished second overall in the 2018 Dickies British Supersport Championship.
· The team’s 2019 international road racing events at the North West 200 and Isle of Man TT will be contested by James Hillier and Glenn Irwin (NW 200) under the banner Quattro Plant Wicked Coatings Kawasaki.
· 2015 and 2016 British F1 Sidecar Champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood are being retained by Bournemouth Kawasaki for the third year running under the Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki team. They will be aiming to reclaim the championship title, alongside new teammates Ben Holland and Lee Watson, after finishing fourth overall and second in the 600 Cup in 2018. 
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