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PRESS RELEASE 

13th May 2019

Irwin and Hillier to Spearhead Team Green Assault on NW 200

The Quattro Plant Wicked Coatings Kawasaki team head to the first road race of the season this week, with Glenn Irwin and James Hillier set to contest the high-speed International North West 200 in Northern Ireland from 14th to 18th May.

The races celebrate their 90th anniversary this year and will again be held on the 8.9-mile circuit which links the towns of Portstewart, Coleraine and Portrush with both riders expected to be challenging for the race wins in the Superbike, Superstock and Supersport classes.

It will be Irwin’s first time at the event with the team but he’s no stranger to success at the venue having won the last three Superbike races there in superb fashion. Indeed, he dominated proceedings 12 months ago to take a double victory and is now looking to do the same on the Kawasaki ZX-10RR.

The Ulsterman made his debut at the meeting in 2015 when he took a stunning second place in the second Supersport race and returned two years later to claim his first Superbike win.

With two rounds in the Bennetts British Superbike Championship now under his belt, the 28-year-old will again contest two races in the Superbike category but also the Superstock class which he’ll contest for the first time. He’ll also ride a Kawasaki for KTS Racing in the two Lightweight races.

Hillier, meanwhile, is back at the North West 200 with the team for a 11th consecutive year and will join Irwin in the Superbike and Superstock races. However, he’ll also compete in the two Supersport races on the Kawasaki ZX-6R.

It was in the Supersport class where he performed best last year with two superb second-place finishes behind Alastair Seeley, the most successful rider in the history of the meeting with 24 wins, following on from a third-place finish in 2017.

The Hampshire rider is still searching for his first victory at the event, but his two podiums of 2018 made it six in total now, while he’s also claimed an impressive 30 top-ten finishes since making his debut in 2010.

Practice takes place on Tuesday and Thursday with the first two races, for Superstock and Supersport, scheduled to take place on Thursday evening. The second Superstock and Supersport races will take place on Saturday along with the two feature Superbike races.

Glenn Irwin said: “I’m really looking forward to heading up to the north coast as it’s a really nice part of the world and as well as the racing, I get to go away with the family for the week which is obviously nice. 

“The racing’s ultimately why we’re there though and I feel like I turned a bit of a corner with both the bike and my confidence in the second race at Oulton Park last time out, so I’m keen to show what we can do on the Kawasaki ZX-10RR in both the Superbike and Superstock races.”

“I’m still relatively new to the NW200, and the number of laps I’ve done compared to everyone else is pretty minimal, so having more races this year will be invaluable and I’m looking to fully utilise all the track time I’m going to get. 

“I’ve done more homework and preparation than ever before and I’m learning all the time with the bike so, with the fantastic package the team have given me, let’s see what we can do.”

James Hillier said: “It feels like we’ve had a long wait for the road racing season to finally get under way so I’m raring to get going now. We’ve had a good pre-season of testing both abroad and at the opening two rounds of the British Superbike Championship and I feel that we’ve got as good a package as anyone so feel confident about our chances.
“The Supersport class has given me my best results at the North West 200 in recent years so there’s no reason why we won’t be competitive again this time around and, in the Kawasaki ZX-10RR, we have a great bike for both the Superbike and Superstock classes.

“We’ve got a busy week ahead with practice and six races across Thursday and Saturday but staying with the same team gives me great stability and consistency and we all know our jobs so we’re ready to get stuck in.”

Ends

[bookmark: _GoBack]Notes to Editors:
· The line-up for Quattro Plant JG Speedit Kawasaki consists of British Superbike riders Glenn Irwin and Ben Currie, road racing specialist James Hillier, and sidecar teams Ricky Stevens/Ryan Charlwood and Ben Holland/Lee Watson. 
· The team is owned by Bournemouth Kawasaki Racing.
· Carrickfergus-based Irwin finished third overall in the 2018 British Superbike Championship while Australian Ben Currie finished second overall in the 2018 Dickies British Supersport Championship.
· The team’s 2019 international road racing events at the North West 200 and Isle of Man TT will be contested by James Hillier and Glenn Irwin (NW 200) under the banner Quattro Plant Wicked Coatings Kawasaki.
· 2015 and 2016 British F1 Sidecar Champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood are being retained by Bournemouth Kawasaki for the third year running under the Quattro Plant JG Speedfit Kawasaki team. They will be aiming to reclaim the championship title, alongside new teammates Ben Holland and Lee Watson, after finishing fourth overall and second in the 600 Cup in 2018. 
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