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NEWS RELEASE 

9th October 2017

JG Speedfit Kawasaki Prepare for Title Fight at Brands!

Leon Haslam and the JG Speedfit Kawasaki team are preparing for the title fight of their careers this weekend (13th to 15th October) as they head to Brands Hatch for the final round of the MCE Insurance British Superbike Championship.

The Derbyshire rider has finished second in BSB three times (2006, 2008 and 2016) but is currently at the top of the table with a 32-point lead giving him his best ever chance of winning the elusive title.

Leon has already had a second and third on the Brands Indy circuit this season as well as a third and fifth on the Brands Hatch GP circuit in July this year. The 34-year-old will be aiming to increase his lead over Josh Brookes and Shane Byrne early on with a win in the first race of the triple-header weekend on Saturday.

Similarly, teammate Luke Mossey will want to end his roller coaster of a season on a high. He has historically performed well at the legendary circuit having claimed his maiden Superpole in 2016 and his first ever win, which was a double race victory, in April this year.

He will be hoping for a brilliant Brands once again, especially after the issues he has suffered as a result of breaking his back following a heavy crash at Thruxton in August.

He’s now ninth overall in the table but still very much in contention for the BSB Rider’s Cup, awarded to the rider who finishes seventh at season’s end.

In the British F1 Sidecar Championship reigning champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood will sadly not be competing at Brands Hatch following their dramatic crash at Assen two weeks ago.

Ryan sustained multiple fractures in his foot and wrist which will require surgery and a lengthy recovery. Ricky walked away relatively unscathed but the outfit took the brunt of the accident and needs extensive repair work. However, they will be present at Brands Hatch to honour their hospitality and sponsorship agreements and provide support to their JG Speedfit Kawasaki team mates.

Haslam said: “I feel really good as the Showdown’s gone quite well and I’m in a really strong position with a significant lead over Josh and Shakey, but we’ve got to treat Brands Hatch as a normal round. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]“It’s a three-race weekend so the plan is to work hard on the Friday, see what we can do on the Saturday and then we’ll know what we need to do to win the championship.”

Mossey said: “I’m looking forward to the weekend. It’s the last round of the season, which I can’t believe, and we want to finish it on a high. I really like Brands Hatch and we’ve had great results there in the past, including my double win back in April.

“My back is now feeling great, it’s been about two and a half months so I’d say it’s fully healed. We’re going into the weekend with the aim of getting a rostrum. I want to come home with a trophy and shake a few things up in the Showdown. With it being a triple header, we’ve got a few chances.

“I’m already looking forward to the 2018 season with JG Speedfit Kawasaki and challenging for the championship.”

To keep up to date with the latest news from JG Speedfit Kawasaki you can follow the team on Facebook @JGSpeedfitBournemouthKawasaki on Twitter @JGSpeedfitKawa or visit the website www.jgspeedfitkawasaki.com

Ends

Notes to Editors

· The line-up for JG Speedfit Kawasaki consists of British Superbike riders Leon Haslam and Luke Mossey, road racing specialist James Hillier, 2015 and 2016 sidecar champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood and all female sidecar team Maria Costello and Kirsty Hauxwell.
· The team is owned by Bournemouth Kawasaki Racing. Title sponsor for 2017 is British plumbing and heating engineering firm JG Speedfit which is a world leader in push-in fittings, as well as plastic plumbing systems and underfloor heating.
· Derbyshire-based Leon Haslam finished runner-up in the 2016 British Superbike Championship while Cambridgeshire-based Luke Mossey secured his highest ever British Superbike Championship season finish last year in sixth place.
· The team’s 2017 International Road racing events at the North West 200 and Isle of Man TT will be contested by James Hillier. Last season, Hillier secured three podiums earning him fourth overall in the 2016 TT riders’ championship.
· 2016 British F1 Sidecar Champions Ricky Stevens and Ryan Charlwood are being retained by Bournemouth Kawasaki Racing for a second year and will be going for their third championship win in a row this year.
· Road racer Maria Costello MBE and passenger Kirsty Hauxwell are the first ever all-female sidecar team to compete in the Hyundai Heavy Industries British Sidecar Championship and are a new addition to the JG Speedfit Kawasaki team.
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