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News release

29th April 2021

Criminal Justice Charity’s CEO Celebrates 20 Years at the Helm

This month marks a huge milestone for Lincolnshire Action Trust’s Chief Executive Alison Goddard who is celebrating 20 years’ service with the charity which supports vulnerable individuals in the criminal justice system. 

Alison, who joined Lincolnshire Action Trust (LAT) in April 2001 just as the charity had been awarded its first small funding contract, was attracted to the organisation after long being interested in social inequalities and their impact on individuals. 

Speaking about some of her highlights over the last two decades, Alison said: “There have been so many over the years, but the significant development of our support services for families of prisoners is an area I am really proud of for many reasons, mainly because families and children particularly are often the ‘hidden victims’ of crime and this can be something that can negatively impact on many areas of their lives.  

“More recently, receiving a grant from the Ministry of Justice in recognition of the services we have developed for women in Lincolnshire is another notable achievement.”

Over 20,000 people now access the support services provided by Lincolnshire Action Trust each year.

In the last 20 years, as well as developing its services and operations, the charity has grown a 60-strong team of staff and built up a robust reputation as an organisation which provides quality services and continuous support to those in the criminal justice system at every stage from the point of arrest, through to court, prison and then post-release. 

Alison added: “As with any organisation, there have been difficulties over the years, not least the challenges that have been presented over the last 12 months owing to the pandemic. 

“Thankfully as an organisation we were able to swiftly move all our community services to a remote model of delivery, meaning there was no break in the support we provide for our clients. Given this was a time of huge concern for many people and other services were shutting down around us, I’m really proud that we were able to respond to the changing demands so quickly.

“For many clients, both in custody and in the community, the pandemic has increased their needs and has resulted in support being more difficult to access. Subsequently we have seen a greater demand for many of our services as well as clients needing increased levels of support.

“Looking ahead to the future, we are currently in the process of implementing a new five-year strategy and we have plans to ensure we continue to grow and develop as a provider of quality interventions that respond to the needs of individuals in the criminal justice system.”

To find out more about Lincolnshire Action Trust, visit the website.
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About Lincolnshire Action Trust:
· Established in 2000, Lincolnshire Action Trust (LAT) is a registered charity based in Lincoln.
· LAT provides advice, guidance and advocacy to individuals across the nine reducing reoffending pathways: accommodation; health; finance, benefits and debt; education, training and employment; family and relationships; drugs and alcohol; attitudes, thinking and behaviour; and abuse.
· The charity works with statutory and non-statutory agencies to improve the skills and employability of individuals involved in the criminal justice system in Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Rutland and Leicestershire, as well as their families and children.
· LAT delivers a proactive and innovative partnership approach to achieve the care, resettlement and rehabilitation of individuals in the criminal justice system, those at risk of entering the criminal justice system and their families.
· Lincolnshire Action Trust identifies client needs and gaps in current provision and designs bespoke services to address them. Services are tailored to the individual and include sessions on advice and guidance, debt and financial advice, accommodation support, employability and family support and disclosure.
· LAT hosts the UK’s first ‘Departure Lounge’ at HMP Lincoln, which aims to support people as they are released from prison. The lounge offers a basic help package to address any immediate needs but can also provide guidance on housing, travel and other long-term needs.
· LAT delivers SPARC+ (Supporting People After Remand or Conviction) – an assessment service at Lincoln Magistrates’ Court which addresses the immediate needs of individuals who have been sentenced.
· For more information visit: www.LATcharity.org.uk 
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