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News release

30th November 2018

Team Lincolnshire Visits Birmingham to Strengthen East-West Links

Business relationships between Greater Lincolnshire and the West Midlands were strengthened yesterday (Thursday) when 90 guests attended a Team Lincolnshire networking lunch in Birmingham.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The guest speaker at the lunch at the Hotel du Vin was Steve Hollingworth, Service Director for Sport, Events, Open Space and Wellbeing at Birmingham City Council, who told his audience how Birmingham had secured the 2022 Commonwealth Games and what legacy the games will leave behind for the city.

To open the event Ruth Carver, Director of the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership, told guests about the latest investment and development opportunities in Greater Lincolnshire and highlighted the progress that has been made so far and opportunities in the pipeline.

Before and after the lunch there were opportunities for business people and local authority representatives to network and explore opportunities to work together.

Among those who attended was Justin Brown, Commissioner for Economic Growth at Lincolnshire County Council.

“We’ve been able to show all sorts of opportunities that there are for investment in Greater Lincolnshire, and we’ve been able to give Greater Lincolnshire businesses the opportunity to meet project managers in the West Midlands and perhaps win some business,” said Justin.
“I’ve just had a very positive meeting with somebody who said, I didn’t know you were involved in those sectors, I didn’t know you had those plans. We really need to come and visit Lincolnshire and find out more.

“That’s what we set out to do. I think we’ve helped to take things a long way forward so I’m very pleased with today’s event.”

Team Lincolnshire member Rachel Linstead, founder and owner of Lincolnshire business Firecracker, also found the event useful.

“The event’s been really enjoyable. It’s really great to connect with other Lincolnshire businesses and with businesses in the West Midlands to find out how opportunities and relationships can be developed for collaborative working in the future,” she said.

Martin Done, Communications Advisor to the Midlands Engine, commented: “It was invaluable to hear so many great stories from Lincolnshire businesses and stakeholders, all of whom were incredibly hungry to be part of the Midlands Engine narrative. 

“The top line message was that Greater Lincolnshire is very much open for business with some extremely exciting growth and investment opportunities.”

Team Lincolnshire is an ambassador programme brought together by the public and private sector to champion investment opportunities in Greater Lincolnshire. 

Joining the ambassador programme offers a wealth of opportunities and contacts for its members including access to a diverse range of networking events both within the region and beyond. 

If you would like to join Team Lincolnshire, email teamlincolnshire@lincolnshire.gov.uk, call 01522 550617 or visit www.teamlincolnshire.com. 

Notes to Editors:

· Team Lincolnshire is a public and private sector partnership that works together to build a stronger business environment in Lincolnshire, promote the area in the UK and overseas and strengthen the links between businesses across the area. 
· Team Lincolnshire originally stemmed from collaboration between the Greater Lincolnshire LEP and representatives from the property and construction industry at the international event MIPIM. Its members work together to collectively shout about Greater Lincolnshire as a great place to live, work, visit and invest.
· Team Lincolnshire is made up of ambassadors who work together to help fuel and strengthen Lincolnshire’s economy. 
· Team Lincolnshire represents the private and public sector across all industries. Its membership network is made up of a diverse a passionate group of people ranging from entrepreneurial SMEs and academia to global businesses.
· To find out more, visit www.teamlincolnshire.com 
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