[image: logo.JPG]
News release

6th September 2019

Six Lincolnshire Towns Invited to Develop a Town Deal

Six towns in Greater Lincolnshire are set to benefit from a raft of Town Deals that are being set up across England.

Boston, Grimsby, Lincoln, Mablethorpe, Scunthorpe and Skegness are among 100 towns which will work with the Government to develop innovative regeneration plans.

The Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership has warmly welcomed today’s announcement by Rt Hon Robert Jenrick, MP for Newark and Midlands Engine Champion.

The 100 towns that are eligible for support from the £3.6 billion Towns Fund include places with a proud industrial and economic heritage which have not always benefited from economic growth in the same way as more prosperous areas.

They have today been invited to develop proposals for their own Town Deal. Communities, businesses and local leaders will join forces to draw up plans to transform their town’s economic growth prospects with a focus on improved transport, broadband connectivity, skills and culture.

[bookmark: _GoBack]"We warmly welcome the Local Government Secretary’s announcement of £241 million for the new Towns Fund to support our towns in Greater Lincolnshire, announced in the Spending Round this week,” said Ursula Lidbetter OBE, Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire LEP.

“Boston, Skegness, Mablethorpe, Scunthorpe, Grimsby and Lincoln have been asked to work with the Government to develop innovative regeneration plans and work up a town deal.

“Greater Lincolnshire communities form a major part of growing and sustaining our economy and we are confident that this opportunity will have a major impact on supporting these six areas to thrive and build a stronger, fairer economy for all.”

Robert Jenrick MP commented: “Ensuring that prosperity and opportunities are available to everyone in this country, not just those in London or our biggest cities, is at the heart of the mission of this Government.

“We want to level up our great towns, raising living standards and ensuring they can thrive with transformative investment in transport, technology, skills and culture.

“I will now work with local people from the 100 communities announced today to agree proposals to invest up to £25 million in each place. I hope these deals will provide the investment and the impetus for long-term renewal ensuring each town can look to the future with a new optimism.”

Once approved, Town Deals will improve connectivity, provide vital social and cultural infrastructure and boost growth – and communities will have their say on how the money is spent. 

For more information visit https://www.gov.uk/government/news/100-places-to-benefit-from-new-towns-fund.

Notes to Editors:
 
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP was set up in 2010 and works with businesses and local authorities to develop and grow Greater Lincolnshire’s diverse economy.
· It is a public / private partnership led by the private sector. 
· It works with central Government and the private sector to invest in infrastructure, skills, innovation and productivity.
· More than 100 businesses are involved in its strategies, and 80 business people sit on its boards.
· The LEP has an ambitious and balanced strategic economic growth plan for Greater Lincolnshire.
· The LEP’s six priority sectors are agri-food, the visitor economy, manufacturing, logistics, health and care and low-carbon energy.
· The LEP has invested £307 million in local economic growth schemes in Greater Lincolnshire since 2014.
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP covers an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire and the administrative county of Lincolnshire and is led by a LEP board made up of leading figures in the public and private sector.
· To find out more visit www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow the LEP on Twitter: @greaterlincslep.
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