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12th September 2019

LEP Welcomes Ambitious Midlands Engine Rail Launch

The Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership has warmly welcomed today’s launch of Midlands Engine Rail, a £3.5 billion programme of improvements to deliver a step change in rail connectivity across the Midlands.

Midlands Engine Rail brings together all seven of Midlands Connect’s rail projects under one banner, including the flagship Midlands Rail Hub, to highlight the transformative potential that improving east-west connections can have on the social, environmental and economic success of the region.

Among the projects included is a long-term improvement to the train service between Lincoln and Nottingham.

Midlands Connect believes that the introduction of HS2 to the East Midlands and the associated growth in demand and passenger numbers could make it possible to double services between Nottingham and Lincoln from one to two trains per hour. 

It is also examining how to cut journey times between Lincoln and Nottingham from 55 to 45 minutes. A feasibility study is due to be completed this year.

“We warmly welcome this major initiative to overhaul rail connectivity in the Midlands and truly realise the full potential of rail transport in our region,” said Ursula Lidbetter OBE, Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire LEP.

“Longer term improvements to services between Lincoln and Nottingham will clearly be beneficial to Greater Lincolnshire, but taking a broader view, enhancing rail services across the Midlands will be good for our own economy and for productivity and growth. 

“As everyone knows who tries to travel by train from east to west, significant investment in rail infrastructure is required. We hope that this is a first step towards creating a rail network of which the Midlands can be proud.”

Overall Midlands Engine Rails aims to:

· provide an extra 736 passenger services per day 
· enable 58 locations in the Midlands to benefit from faster, more frequent and/or new direct services 
· add 72 more freight trains per day, creating space for over 1 million more lorries’ worth of goods to be transported by rail 
· fully integrate with HS2 

Midlands Connect is requesting Government investment of £45.7 million over the next three years to move all eight of the projects to the next phase of research.


Notes to Editors:
 
· The Midlands Engine is a coalition of councils, Local Enterprise Partnerships, universities and businesses across the Midlands region actively working with Government to build a collective identity and to present the Midlands as a competitive and compelling offer that is attractive at home and overseas.
· Midlands Connect is part of the Midlands Engine. It explores, develops and recommends transport projects which will provide the biggest possible economic and social benefits for the Midlands.
· To find out more about Midlands Engine Rail visit https://www.midlandsconnect.uk/news-and-events/midlands-engine-rail-report/.
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP was set up in 2010 and works with businesses and local authorities to develop and grow Greater Lincolnshire’s diverse economy.
· It is a public / private partnership led by the private sector. 
· It works with central Government and the private sector to invest in infrastructure, skills, innovation and productivity.
· More than 100 businesses are involved in its strategies, and 80 business people sit on its boards.
· The LEP has an ambitious and balanced strategic economic growth plan for Greater Lincolnshire.
· The LEP’s six priority sectors are agri-food, the visitor economy, manufacturing, logistics, health and care and low-carbon energy.
· The LEP has invested £307 million in local economic growth schemes in Greater Lincolnshire since 2014.
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP covers an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire and the administrative county of Lincolnshire and is led by a LEP board made up of leading figures in the public and private sector.
· To find out more visit www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow the LEP on Twitter: @greaterlincslep.
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