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News release

11th March 2020

LEP Skills Conference Postponed Over COVID-19

The Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership has taken the decision to postpone its first ever Skills Conference next week.

The event, which was due to take place at the Lincolnshire Showground on Thursday 19th March, is now being rescheduled for Tuesday 13th October.

Around 400 people were expected to attend the event.

“Following lengthy discussions, and having received feedback from the business community, 
we feel we have no option other than to postpone next week’s Skills Conference,” said Pat Doody, Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire LEP, who was due to host the event.

“Many businesses and organisations in the region are putting travel restrictions in place and policies which limit attendance at large-scale events.

“We explored other ways to stage the Skills Conference but it was important to us to host an inclusive and interactive event and it didn’t feel right to have the conference without businesses attending in person.  

“In these circumstances postponement seems the most sensible option. However, we do expect to stage the LEP Skills Conference on 13th October and we ask all those with an interest in the skills agenda to save the new date in their diary.

“Thanks for your patience and understanding – we look forward to seeing you in October.”

The Greater Lincolnshire LEP will announce more details of its plans for the LEP Skills Conference in the coming weeks. Sign up for regular updates by visiting https://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk/get-updates/.

For the latest information on the coronavirus COVID-19 visit www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response. 

[bookmark: _Hlk30405832]Notes to Editors

· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP was set up in 2010 and works with businesses and local authorities to develop and grow Greater Lincolnshire’s diverse economy.
· It is a public / private partnership led by the private sector.
· It works with central Government and the private sector to invest in infrastructure, skills, innovation and productivity.
· More than 100 businesses are involved in its strategies, and 80 business people sit on its boards.
· The LEP has an ambitious and balanced strategic economic growth plan for Greater Lincolnshire.
· The LEP’s six priority sectors are agri-food, the visitor economy, manufacturing, logistics, health and care and low-carbon energy.
· The LEP has invested £307 million in local economic growth schemes in Greater Lincolnshire since 2014.
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP covers an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire and the administrative county of Lincolnshire and is led by a LEP board made up of leading figures in the public and private sector.
· To find out more visit www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow the LEP on Twitter @greaterlincslep, Facebook or Linkedin.
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