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News release 

26th July 2021

LEPs Delivering Huge Impact Ten Years On, New Figures Show

The chair of the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership has hailed the work of LEPs across the Midlands as new figures show the huge impact they have made in the ten years since they were created.

For ten years Local Enterprise Partnerships (LEPs) have been driving forward inclusive economic growth across the country. They have harnessed the energy and expertise of leaders from 2,000 businesses, 180 local authorities and 250 further and higher education organisations.
 
The new figures show that in the Midlands, LEPs have delivered £4.1 billion of Government investment into the area, unlocking a further £11.1 billion of match funding from private, public and voluntary, community and social enterprise (VSCE) partners. 

Pat Doody, Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership, said: “Since the Greater Lincolnshire LEP was created we have unlocked over £279 million of additional investment through our funding programmes, delivering and safeguarding thousands of jobs, homes and learners. This has helped our area to bounce back from the pandemic and support future growth and investment across Greater Lincolnshire.

“Among the highlights of the past ten years are our successful bid for a Humber Freeport, our financial support for the creation of a new medical school at the University of Lincoln, our pioneering series of online jobs and careers fairs, our Food Enterprise Zones, and the leading role we have played in the creation of UK Food Valley, a new brand which will put Lincolnshire firmly at the heart of food production in the UK.

“The Greater Lincolnshire economy has grown by 16% in the last five years, and to support private-sector growth we have engaged with almost 20,000 businesses, providing access to business support and creating new routes for business groups to share crucial intelligence with Government on issues such as the impact of Covid-19, EU exit and future skills challenges.” 

You can watch a short video about the impact of LEPs across the Midlands over the last decade here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYGne7Y6TQA.

Notes to Editors:  
 
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP was set up in 2010 and works with businesses and local authorities to develop and grow Greater Lincolnshire’s diverse economy.  
· It is a public / private partnership led by the private sector.   
· It works with central Government and the private sector to invest in infrastructure, skills, innovation and productivity.  
· More than 120 members now sit on its boards, over 100 of whom come directly from the business community.
· The LEP’s six priority sectors are agri-food, the visitor economy, manufacturing, logistics, health and care and low-carbon energy.  
· Its £307 million growth plan is progressing at pace and the LEP is driving some crucial national agendas, from food and water to skills.
· The Greater Lincolnshire LEP covers an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire, and Rutland.  
· To find out more visit www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow the LEP on Twitter @greaterlincslep, Facebook or LinkedIn.  
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