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News release

30th June 2022

Grantham Businesses Open Doors for Manufacturing Day

Seven engineering and manufacturing businesses in South Kesteven have pledged to throw open their doors to the public in an effort to promote their sector on National Manufacturing Day.

The Grantham-based businesses are working together under the banner of the Greater Lincolnshire Engineering and Manufacturing Network (GLEAM) with support from the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership’s Manufacturing Board. 

The group includes: 
· BGB
· DLS Plastics
· Grantham Engineering
· Harlaxton Engineering Services
· Iconic Engineering Solutions
· Pentangle Engineering Services Ltd
· Viking Signs
From 9am on Thursday 7th July, each business will throw open its doors as part of a UK-wide open house organised by Make UK and will host factory tours, talks, workshops and machine demonstrations to showcase the industry as a sector of choice which provides, on average, a 30% better paid job than the UK norm.

Visitors will also have the chance to see the potential jobs on offer within the diverse local manufacturing industry. Each business will engage with all age groups including school leavers, graduates, people looking to reskill and local residents. 

Darren Joint, Managing Director of Viking Signs and Chair of the Greater Lincolnshire LEP’s Manufacturing Board, said: “The open house initiative from Make UK is a fantastic opportunity to showcase the inner workings of South Kesteven’s manufacturing sector, and one that we at Viking Signs are proud to support.

“We’re looking forward to welcoming the public so they can have a glimpse behind the scenes of the varied work we carry out. The GLEAM-SK group consists of dedicated expert businesses, all of which are championing and contributing to competitive and sustainable manufacturing not only locally, but across the UK and the world. 

“We hope to see budding future engineers, designers, and innovators in attendance on the day!”

All events are free of charge and information on how to register can be found on the GLEAM-SK Eventbrite page here. 

Make UK is the nationwide manufacturers’ organisation which leads the way in developing skills and driving competitive advantage for the industry. The group enables manufacturers to connect, share, solve problems and create opportunities through regional and national meetings, groups, events and advisory boards.

To find out more about Make UK’s National Manufacturing Day, visit the official website here.

The Greater Lincolnshire LEP has created a Manufacturing Toolkit for schools and colleges which includes key facts and figures regarding Greater Lincolnshire’s manufacturing and engineering industry, lesson plans, activities, and careers information for further and higher education routes. Click here to access the toolkit.
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Notes to Editors
 
About the Greater Lincolnshire LEP  
· We are a strong partnership of private, public and education leaders driving positive economic growth across Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We are improving the lives and opportunities of communities and businesses in Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We are 180+ leaders harnessing our economic ambitions for Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland. 
· We champion Greater Lincolnshire and Rutland as a place to live, work, play and invest. 
· We are the voice for business and we champion our four game-changing sectors: 
· Humber Freeport 
· UK Food Valley 
· Clean energy 
· Defence and Security
· We also work across the manufacturing, visitor economy and health and care enterprise sectors, and work on employment and skills, innovation and business support 
· We work with investors in our area, support business growth and help businesses to develop the skills they need. 
· We work with schools and businesses to develop strong careers programmes that reflect local opportunities. 
· We set out what Greater Lincolnshire needs to grow its economy and we secure and deliver funding from Government for our area. 
· We cover an area including North Lincolnshire, North East Lincolnshire, Rutland and the administrative county of Lincolnshire.  
· To find out more visit http://www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk or follow us on Twitter @greaterlincslep, Facebook or Linkedin. 
 
LEP achievements 
Since our creation in 2010 we have: 
· unlocked over £279 million of addition investment through our funding programmes. 
· engaged with 20,000 businesses through the Growth Hub programme. 
· supported a successful Humber Freeport bid bringing 7,000 jobs and £2 billion plus investment 
· begun to develop a Top 10 global UK Food Valley cluster 
· provided 5,000 businesses with three or more hours of dedicated support 
· created 3,108 jobs 
· delivered 34 transformational growth projects and programmes 
· supported 2,711 learners and apprentices 
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