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News release

7th November 2014
Export Week to Boost International Trade

With Export Week about to kick off (10th to 14th November) East Midlands export chief Ian Harrison has called on Greater Lincolnshire businesses to seek help from UK Trade & Investment (UKTI) to realise their export potential.
He made the call as new research revealed the top three barriers preventing Lincolnshire companies from exporting: finding the additional management time, establishing dialogue with prospective customers and global issues or competition.
The good news is that 14% of companies in the East Midlands are exporting, and a further 2% would like to. The research also revealed that 58% of exporters in the area are expecting their overseas sales increase over the next 12 months. 

“UKTI is keen to offer support so companies can overcome barriers to international trade,” said Ian, who is Regional Director for UKTI East Midlands.

“This Export Week we want to ensure that those companies that want to export can, by taking full advantage of the support available from UKTI.  
“We are bringing the world to the region next week and we hope that the expertise and advice available at events will help put businesses on the fast track to exporting success.”

Export Week is organised by UKTI in conjunction with partners and business organisations. It aims to encourage companies to take up the export challenge and highlight the support and knowledge available to help them grow.

In the past year around £125 billion worth of business wins have been recorded by East Midlands businesses assisted by UKTI. 

The following events may be of interest to Lincolnshire exporters:

Monday 10th November 

Importing and Exporting – an Induction is a live webinar aimed at businesses which are about to be involved in international trade.

Tuesday 11th November

Passport to Export Workshop, organised by UKTI East Midlands, at Stoke Rochford Hall near Grantham.

Thursday 13th November 

ExploreExport at the Radisson Blu Hotel, East Midlands Airport, is Export Week’s flagship event featuring representatives from 60 countries offering one-to-one advice.

Friday 14 November 2014

Boston Export Fair: Pointing you in the right direction – Boston Golf Club, Cowbridge, Boston. 
Ruth Carver, Director of the Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership, said: 
“In a global economy, exporting is an important driver of business growth. 

“Since 2009 the percentage of Greater Lincolnshire businesses which are exporting has grown from 18% to 22%. This puts our region ahead of the game in the East Midlands, where the average is 14%, and our aim is to support and encourage further growth in this area.   
“Our strengths in manufacturing and agri-food give us a head start when it comes to exporting, but we must not rest on our laurels. Given the lack of official data on exporting this UKTI survey report will help us to understand and effectively address the issues involved.”

To export contact UKTI East Midlands on 0345 052 4001 or email info@uktiem.co.uk.

Follow UKTI East Midlands on Twitter @ukti_emids and @IanH_UKTIEM and take part in the conversation online using #ExportWeek.
Notes to Editors

· The new UKTI research is based on 792 respondents. The research was commissioned by UKTI East Midlands to better understand the barriers and drivers to international trade.  
· The levels of exporting across the LEPs in the East Midlands are in line with what might be expected from the national data. 
· In overall terms 14% of companies across the East Midlands indicated that they are exporting,  2% would like to export and 84% said that they don’t currently export.
· Over 8,000 companies across the East Midlands currently export.

· Nearly 50% of companies that don’t currently export but would like to are looking to international trade to grow their business.

· The Greater Lincolnshire Local Enterprise Partnership is a private and public sector partnership led by the private sector which aims to improve conditions for infrastructure and doing business in the Greater Lincolnshire area.

· One of the first LEPs to be established in the UK, the Greater Lincolnshire LEP covers a large geographical area with a population of over one million and a diverse range of industries, from ports and logistics to farming, tourism and engineering. 

· It includes North and North-East Lincolnshire and the administrative county of Lincolnshire and is controlled by a LEP board made up of leading figures in the public and private sector.
· Visit www.greaterlincolnshirelep.co.uk for more information.
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