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Love is in the Air for Batty Pair

Love is in the air on Valentine’s Day for a rare grey long-eared bat which was rescued in October by Secret World Wildlife Rescue in East Huntspill.

The bat, named Gandalf by rescuers, is about to be released by the RSPCA with a new-found female companion, Merri.

Gandalf and Merri were paired up together at RSPCA West Hatch Wildlife Centre in Taunton and they will both be released together in the spring.

After Gandalf was found grounded by a member of the public he was admitted to Secret World and taken to a vet in Williton, Somerset, where he was found to be underweight, dehydrated and unable to fly.

After a period of critical care and hand-feeding Gandalf recovered well and was taken to the RSPCA in Taunton for rehabilitation.

“I had a suspicion that he was a grey long-eared bat when he came in, but juvenile bats can be difficult to identify,” said Daniel Clifford Bryant, Animal Carer at Secret World Wildlife Rescue.

“Grey long-eared bats are one of the UK’s rarest species, with an estimated population of only 1,000 to 3,000. They are mainly found in the south of the country and are part of the National Roost Monitoring Program. This means we had to be very vigilant with this bat as it is very important that it is released in the same place it came from.

“We are thrilled to hear that Gandalf has been paired up with a female and that they can return home together. Working with other wildlife rescue centres is so important in being able to maintain our native wildlife populations.”

Merri was found grounded in Merriott, Somerset in August when she was just three weeks old. Since then she has been recovering in the care of the RSPCA in Taunton, building up her weight and flying strength ready to be released in the spring.

Her rescuers thought the tiny bat may have to fly solo back into the wild, so they were pleased to be able to pair Merri up with Gandalf.

“She had been living alongside brown long-eared-bats before Gandalf came along, but they seem to have really hit it off as they now cuddle up together on one side of the room,” said RSPCA bat expert India Long.

“We are going to set up a special bat box for them where they are going to be released in the hope they will roost there. It has to have an apex roof so they can fit in with their long ears!”

India added: “Grey long-eared bats are one of the rarest bats in England so to have two in the same area that can then be released together is incredible!”

Bat facts

· In England grey long-eared bat colonies are only found in Devon, Dorset, Hampshire, the Isle of Wight, Somerset and Sussex 
· Although widespread in southern Europe, they are very rare in England
· Their ears are nearly as long as their body but they aren’t always obvious - when resting they curl their ears back or tuck them away under their wings
· Grey long-eared bats eat moths, small beetles and crane flies
· They emerge at night and forage in open spaces, catching prey in flight

Notes to editors:
About Secret World Wildlife Rescue
· Secret World Wildlife Rescue is one of the South West’s leading wildlife rescue charities (charity number 1097119) based in East Huntspill in Somerset. 
· Secret World Wildlife Rescue cares for more than 5,000 sick, injured and orphaned animals each year. 
· As well as being a respected source of expertise and a centre of excellence where British wildlife receives the best care, Secret World has an extensive volunteer programme and engages with schools to promote respect for wildlife and the environment, adding further benefits to the local community.
· As Secret World does not receive any government funding, it relies entirely on the generosity of supporters and donors to carry out this important work for British wildlife.
· The charity’s website is www.secretworld.org  
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