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News release

28th February 2018

Legacy Day to Encourage Donations to Wildlife Charity

Following the successful launch of its Make a Will Week last year, Secret World Wildlife Rescue in Somerset has partnered up with three local law firms to host a Legacy Day on Saturday 10th March. 

In preparation for Secret World’s Make a Will Week (9th to 13th April), supporters are being invited to attend a Legacy Day to learn more about writing wills. Secret World will be serving cream teas and other refreshments throughout the afternoon and there will also be opportunities for visitors to meet the resident wildlife and hear about the work the charity does.

The event on 10th March, from 2pm to 5pm, is being supported and attended by long-standing Secret World patron and former Blue Peter presenter Valerie Singleton OBE. 

Commenting ahead of the event, Valerie said: “As a long-standing patron, I’ve seen the life-saving work Secret World does at first hand. Last year’s Make a Will campaign was a great success and I’m sure this year’s Legacy Day and Make a Will Week will follow suit. I hope supporters will use their legacy to continue to support the work undertaken by Secret World for generations to come.”

During Make a Will Week Wards Solicitors, WDS Associates Ltd and Harris & Harris are all donating their time for free to encourage more supporters to leave a donation to Secret World in their will. 

Over half of the UK’s adult population does not have a will. Make a Will Week aims to increase awareness and enable supporters to prepare their will, in return for a donation. There is a recommended minimum donation of £95 for a single will or £165 for a pair of mirror wills which is substantially below the solicitors’ normal rate.

Secret World Wildlife Rescue, one of the leading animal rescue charities in South West England, has been rescuing, rehabilitating and releasing sick animals since 1992. It takes over 5,000 animals into its care each year. 

Samantha Hannay, Head of External Relations at Secret World, commented: “Making a will, or even thinking about a will, can be scary. But after the success of last year’s Make a Will Week we decided to host a Legacy Day to increase awareness about the legacy people can leave so future generations can enjoy British wildlife for years to come. What better way to do this than over a cream tea?”

Supporters are encouraged to register their interest for the Legacy Day on the website (www.secretworld.org/events) and to make an appointment directly with one of the partner solicitors to draw up a will.

Notes to editors:
· Secret World Wildlife Rescue is one of the South West’s leading wildlife rescue charities (charity number 1097119) based in East Huntspill in Somerset. 
· Secret World Wildlife Rescue cares for more than 5,000 sick, injured and orphaned animals each year. 
· As well as being a respected source of expertise and a centre of excellence where British wildlife receives the best care, Secret World has an extensive volunteer programme and engages with schools to promote respect for wildlife and the environment, adding further benefits to the local community.
· As Secret World does not receive any government funding, it relies entirely on the generosity of supporters and donors to carry out this important work for British wildlife.
· The charity’s website is www.secretworld.org  
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