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News Release

30th August 2018

Stranded Gannet Fighting Fit Again Thanks to Animal Charity 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A stranded gannet found miles from the sea will make it home again thanks to Secret World Wildlife Rescue in East Huntspill, Somerset.  
The young bird was found on its own on a driveway in Shapwick, Dorset, by a member of the public. Concerned for the wellbeing of the animal, he alerted Secret World Wildlife Rescue for advice. 
Gannets are seabirds and the sea provides their primary source of nutrition and food which made this rescue even more critical to the survival of the animal.
On arrival at Secret World Wildlife Rescue the bird was found to be uninjured but thin, which was to be expected as it had been found several miles from the coast. 
The bird was in safe hands as specialist animal carers at the charity deal with thousands of injured, sick and stranded birds every year. Carers fed the bird through a tube to build up its strength and placed it in a secure pen to get some rest. 
Katie Gibbs, Animal Carer at Secret World, said: “It’s very unusual that he was found inland in Shapwick, over ten miles away from the coast. Luckily for this bird, he was found in the nick of time and wasn’t suffering any injuries.
“When he is fit and healthy again, he’ll be released back by the sea!”

After a period of rest under the supervision of Secret World’s care team, the gannet was transferred to RSPCA West Hatch which has other birds on site that the bird can socialise with in the pre-release facilities.
Last year, Secret World rescued 212 water birds, which includes gannets. The centre is open from 8am until 8pm to animal casualties and provides advice over the phone to people who find an injured wild animal. To contact Secret World in the event of an emergency, call 01278 783250.

Notes to editors:
· Secret World Wildlife Rescue is one of the South West’s leading wildlife rescue charities (charity number 1097119) based in East Huntspill in Somerset. 
· Now in its 26th year, Secret World Wildlife Rescue cares for more than 5,000 sick, injured and orphaned animals each year. 
· As well as being a respected source of expertise and a centre of excellence where British wildlife receives the best care, Secret World has an extensive volunteer programme and engages with schools to promote respect for wildlife and the environment, adding further benefits to the local community.
· As Secret World does not receive any government funding, it relies entirely on the generosity of supporters and donors to carry out this important work for British wildlife.
· The charity’s website is www.secretworld.org  
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