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Rebooting the Homeless Thanks to a Cup of Cheer 

Staff and volunteers from the Nomad Trust and YMCA Lincolnshire are celebrating after being named Red Cup Cheer winners thanks to the community initiative from Starbucks and neighbourly.com. 

The Nomad Trust won £1,000 and plans to use the funds to buy a new pair of boots for each of the homeless people currently making use of its facilities.  

The charity supports Lincoln’s homeless community and provides a number of services including the county’s only emergency night shelter, accommodation advice and supported housing facilities.

Between 16th November and 6th December 2015 the charities’ supporters were challenged to make as much noise as possible on social media using the hashtag #RedCupCheer in a bid to secure £1,000 from the coffee giant.

Victoria Bradshaw, Nomad Trust Project Manager, said: “Thanks to our Twitter followers we acquired the most retweets and were overwhelmed to find out that we’d been awarded the funding, just in time for Christmas. 

“For most homeless people their only mode of transport is their feet and we’d like to try and alleviate many foot problems by providing a decent pair of boots or shoes this Christmas.

“Thanks to everyone who got involved – your input is going to help us make such a difference!”

The charity recently ran a crowdfunding page to raise money to pay for Christmas dinner for homeless people, offering the hand of friendship and an opportunity to celebrate during the time of year when many people feel isolated and lonely.

For more information about YMCA Lincolnshire and the Nomad Trust, including how you can make a donation, please visit www.lincsymca.co.uk and http://nomadtrust.org.uk 

Ends

Notes to Editors:

· Lincoln YMCA was founded in 1869 and became YMCA Lincolnshire in 2005 when it merged with the Stamford branch.
· YMCA Lincolnshire is based on St Rumbold’s Street in Lincoln.
· YMCA Lincolnshire merged with The Nomad Trust in 2013 to help people secure and sustain tenancies in the city as well as providing ongoing support once housed.
· The Nomad Trust is a Christian-based registered charity which provides welfare services in the city of Lincoln for those who are homeless or otherwise in need.
· YMCA Lincolnshire is one of the biggest providers of supported accommodation in Lincoln, and the only provider of night shelter in the county.
· In 2014 YMCA Lincolnshire provided 374 people with accommodation and is currently housing 109 residents aged from 18 to 66.
· YMCA Lincolnshire provides alternative education provision for vulnerable children, social housing, work-related training and international charity work around Europe.
· For more information about YMCA Lincolnshire, please visit http://www.lincsymca.co.uk, the YMCA Lincolnshire Facebook page or follow @LincsYMCA on Twitter.
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